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SUBJECT: PALSIAMENTARS DEBATE ON INDIAN OCEAN TASK FORCE 
SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGH EXPRESSED CONCERN 
AT "ANY ESCALATION OF A MAJOR NAVAL POWER'S PRESENCE IN 
THE INDIAN OCEAN" IN RESPONDING TO A PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON 
HANCOCK TASK FORCE. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE FLEET WAS NOT 
DIRECTED AGAINST INDIA. INDIA DID NOT PLAN TO PROTEST OR 
CONSULT PARTICULARLY WITH LITTORAL COUNTRIES AND THE ARAB 
STATES. MRS. GANDHI CONCLUDED THE DEBATE BY SAYING INDIA 
COULD NOT STOP ANY COUNTRY FROM SENDING ITS SHIPS INTOTHE 
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INDIAN OCEAN. OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
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AND PRIME MINISTER'S HANDLING OF THE ISSUE CONTINUES TO BE 
EXTREMELY RESTRAINED AND STANDS IN MARKED CONTRAST TO WHAT 
WE WOULD HAVE EXPECTED HAD THIS HAPPENED A YEAR AGO. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. A CALLING ATTENTION NOTICE SPONSORED BY ONE 
CONGRESS AND FOUR OPPSITION MEMBERS RESULTED IN OUR HOUR- 
ONG DEBATE IN THE LOK SABHA (LOWER HOUSE ) NOVEMBER 12 ON 
"THE REPORTED PRESENCE OF THE US NAVAL FLEET IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN." SWARAN SINGH REPLIED WITH A PREPARED STATEMENT 
WHICH SUMMARIZED CLAIMED US JUSTIFICATIONS OF THE FLEET 
MOVEMENT, REITERATED INDIAN DESIRE THAT THE AREA REMAIN 
"FREE FROM BIG POWER RIVALRY," NOTED UNGA INDIAN OCEAN ZONE 
OF PEACE RESOLUTION, AND CONCLUDED THAT INDIANS "NATURALLY 
CONCERNED AT ANY ESCALATION OF A MAJOR NAVAL POWERS PRESENCE 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN." (FULL TEXT AT END OF MESSAGE). 

2. QUESTIONERS RECALLED THE ENTRY OF THE ENTERPRISE INTO 
THE INDIAN OCEAN IN 1971. THEY WANTED THE GOI TO DO SOME- 
THING ABOUT THE HANCOCK TASK FORCE. SWARAN SINGH NOTED 
THAT THE INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OF PEACE PROPOSAL HAD BEEN 
DISCUSSED AT THE LUSAKA NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE AND THEN 
IN THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. EFFORTS WERE UNDERWAY IN THE 
UN TO IMPLEMENT THE PROPOSAL, ALTHOUGH THE RESPONSE FROM 
THE US, THE UK, FRANCE AND THE USSR HAD NOT BEEN EN- 
COURAGING. HE REJECTED PROPOSALS THAT INDIA CON- 
VENE A CONFERENCE OF LITTORAL STATES OR CONSULT WITH THE 
ARAB STATES ABOUT THE FLEET PRESENCE. NOR WOULD INDIA 
PROTEST TO THE US. HIS PUBLIC STATEMENT NOVEMBER 1 AND 
THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE WOULD SERVE TO MAKE INDIA'S 
VIEWS KNOWN TO THE US AND TO THE NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES. 

3. SWARAN SINGH ADDED THAT INDIA HAD RAISED THE FLEET MOVE- 
MENT WITH THE USG AND HAD BEEN TOLD THAT IT WAS NOT DIRECTED 
AGAINST INDIA. HE DREW MEMBERS’ ATTENTION TO THE FAILURE 

OF THE FLEET TO ENTER EITHER THE BAY OF BENGAL OR INDIAN 
TERRITORIAL WATERS OR EVEN TO COME PARTICULARLY CLOSE TO 
INDIA. HE EMPHASIZED THE SIZE OF THE INDIAN OCEAN. PRIME 
MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI, WHO CAME IN DURING THE DEBATE, 

WOUND IT UP BY CORRECTING A MEMBER WHO HAD MISQUOTED AN 
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EARLIER STATEMENT OF HERS. SHE MAINTAINED THAT SHE HAD 
SAID THAT INDIA COULD NOT STOP ANY COUNTRY FROM SENDING 
IT SHIPS INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

4. ONE MEMBER QUOTED AT LENGTH A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE IN 
THE RADICAL WEEKLY BLITZ WHICH CHARGED THAT THE "NUCLEAR 
ARMORY" AT DIEGO GARCIA HAD BEEN REINFORCE WITH 
"SOPHISTICATED WAR PLANES, LONG-RANGE DELIVERY VEHICLES 
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FOR ITS NUCLEAR WARHEADS AND AN UNDISCLOSED NUMBER OF 
SERVICEMEN." SWARAN SINGH REPLIED ONLY THAT HE HAD PRE- 
VIOUSLY REPORTED THE COMMISSIONING OF DIEGO GARCIA MARCH 
23, 1973. HE ADDED THAT THE US ALSO HAD A SATELLITE TRACKING 
STATION IN THE SEYCHELLES AND FACILITIES IN AUSTRALIA. HE 
DECLINED TO DISCUSS OTHER BLITZ ALLEGATIONS ABOUT "CLANDE- 
STINE ACTIVITIES" OF UNION CARBIDE TRAWLERS IN THE BAY OF 
BENGAL. 

5. SWAJAN SINGH DID REMARK THAT IF THE ARAB-ISRAEL WAR 
WAS THE JUSTIFICATION FOR DISPATCH OFTHE TASK FORCE, THEN 
THERE WAS NO REASON FOR IT REMAINING IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
NOW THAT EGYPT AND ISRAEL HAD SIGNED A CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT. 
HE REFERRED TO USG JUSTIFICATIONS FOR DISPATCH OF THE TASK 
FORCE AS CONFLICTING AND SAID THIS BROUGHT USG CREDIBILITY 
INTO DOUBT. 
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